
BRAINS, BEAUTY  
& BREWS
NEUROSCIENCE NIGHT | APRIL 28, 2016

SPOTLIGHT TALK | 15-minute focused discussion about a work in Seeing 
Nature: Landscape Masterworks from the Paul G. Allen Family Collection 
6 & 7 pm (Goh Annex, Floor 3)

GALLERY TALK | Brain-focused talk about Seeing Nature
 7:15 pm (Goh Annex, Floor 3)

BRAIN CHALLENGES | Try out brain challenges while exploring Seeing Nature
 5:30-8 pm (Goh Annex, Floor 3)

BRAIN MAKERSPACE | Create your own nueron with pipe cleaners.
 5:30-8 pm (Center, Floor 2)

ART VIEWING | Explore artwork by Kindra Crick—granddaughter of Nobel Prize 
winning scientist Francis Crick and artist Odile Crick—which demonstrates 
how neural connections are essential for perceiving artistic landscapes.

 5:30-8 pm (Center, Floor 2)

BEER TASTING | Sample Pacific Northwest beer and wine from Fort George 
Brewery and Burnt Bridge Cellars.

 5:30-8 pm (Center, Floor 2)

BRAIN STATION | Hold and examine real human brains from the American 
Brain Coalition.

 5:30-8 pm (Center, Floor 1)

BRAIN APP | Play with a new brain app that allows you to interact with a 
superimposed brain.

 5:30-8 pm (Center, Floor 1)

95TH ANNIVERSARY

Researchers at the Allen Institute for Brain Science created the first complete map 
of brain connections for a mammal—the mouse—using a technique called diffusion 
tensor imaging (DTI) to trace how water molecules move in living brains. These 
water molecules move along axons, the wire-like projections of brain cells that link 
networked systems involved in visual processing, memory, and feeling. 

This image generated by the Allen Brain Explorer software shows the axon highways 
that connect different areas of a mouse cortex. The frontal lobes (behind the mouse 
forehead) are shown at the top of the image, and the occipital lobes (the site of 
primary visual cortex) are depicted at the bottom. The colors indicate which cortical 
areas in the brain are most heavily linked with one another, and reveal the significant 
sharing of connectivity across the two hemispheres.

Scientists have identified close to thirty cortical regions involved in visual perception. 
Areas important for recognizing what something is, including an object’s color, shape, 
and form, are in the temporal lobes. Damage here can erase your ability to identify 
and perceive color or entire categories of objects. Cortical regions in the parietal 
lobes process visual details that inform your experience of space, depth, and motion, 
and tell you exactly where those objects are and how to reach them.
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