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In the 1950s and 60s, the scientific ‘proof’

chemical addiction came from rat experi

_ The rats were surgically
..our c:mmxﬂn:g_jm of m.‘.cmm connected to m&Tm_wé.mnjo:
is built on many assumptions. apparatus..




The researchers watched on as the caged rats
elf-injected powerful psychoactive drugs.
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Dominated by their habits, some of
the rats would choose drug injections
in preference to food and ‘water.

The implications were
bleak and worrying.

It seemed tha
capable of ru
to individuals'

.and if o_.\cmm were available
to people as freely as they
were to the lab rats...
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In 1977, Prof. Alexander assembled a team Their experiment would
of Simon Fraser University researchers. test the power of drug
addiction using morphine..

Bruce Barry Patricia
Alexander ll Beyerstein Coambs Hadaway

The team decided to repeat the
classical rat-drug studies...

..a close co
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The researchers (mmm
'stepped down

the mixtures

every S days.

Gradually transforming the bitter narcotic fluid
into a sweeter, but nonetheless drugged brew.

Alexander and team keenly observed how much the
rats would tolerate this bad taste in order to
experience the effects of the morphine drug.

Days 9-13: At first, all rats avoided the
extremely bitter morphine-sugar solutions

.but as the research
the morphine (Days 14~

began to experiment with the sw

The isolated cage rats began drinking the
far earlier than the Rat Park rats...
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.with the rats seemingly preferring a

ninterrupted by the morphine's effects.
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The team punctuated the
experiment with nine ‘choice days" W,
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Bruce Alexander and his colleagues ran . Trapped in the ,v\ \“
multiple experiments within Rat Park. 8\ scrufinising .m_gwm of the w b ¢ 1y
5z ) researchers " spotlights.. : &&
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searchbeams across dark corners

at the foundations of

drug addiction theory.. o w o ﬁ
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Bruce Alexander's
ork moved
ﬂo& the world

rafs...

.but was shadowed
by a question
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